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1. Why Casa Grande?

Casa Grande is one of Arizona's fastest-growing cities — and for good reason. Located halfway between
Phoenix and Tucson on I-10, it offers the perfect blend of small-town charm and big-city access.

Top Reasons People Move Here
Affordable homes — median price ~$345K (vs $455K Phoenix, $950K+ Los Angeles)

No state income tax headaches — Arizona's flat 2.5% rate vs California's up to 13.3%

300+ sunny days per year — mild winters, perfect for outdoor living

Growing economy — Lucid Motors, Abbott Labs, and more bringing jobs

Family-friendly — safe, clean, parks, youth sports, community events

Space — bigger lots, bigger homes, actual backyards

Proximity — 45 min to Phoenix, 1 hr to Tucson, 3 hrs to Rocky Point beach

💡  Did You Know? Many areas around Casa Grande qualify for USDA loans — meaning $0 down
payment for eligible buyers. This is a massive advantage over Phoenix and California markets.

Who's Moving to Casa Grande?

California families priced out of LA, Riverside, and San Diego

Phoenix commuters looking for affordable homes with easy I-10 access

Retirees seeking warm weather, low cost of living, and 55+ communities

Remote workers who want space and sunshine without big-city costs

Investors looking for rental income in a growing market
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2. Cost of Living Breakdown

Here's how Casa Grande compares to the places most people are moving from:

Category Casa Grande Phoenix Los Angeles

Median Home Price $345,000 $455,000 $950,000+

1-Bedroom Rent $950/mo $1,400/mo $2,500/mo

Groceries 5% below avg At national avg 15% above avg

Gas (per gallon) $3.10 $3.30 $4.80

State Income Tax 2.5% flat (AZ) Up to 13.3% (CA)

Property Tax Rate ~0.62% ~0.73%

Electric (avg/mo) $150–$250 $150–$300 $100–$200

Water (avg/mo) $40–$70 $50–$80 $60–$100

💰  Real Talk: A family making $80K/year in Casa Grande lives like a family making $130K in LA. Your
dollar goes dramatically further here — especially on housing.

Monthly Budget Example (Family of 4)

Expense Casa Grande Los Angeles

Mortgage (3BR home) $2,100 $5,800+

Utilities $250 $200

Groceries $800 $1,000

Gas / Transportation $200 $400

Insurance (auto + home) $300 $450
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Total $3,650 $7,850
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3. Best Neighborhoods

🏡  For Families

Ghost Ranch
Newer homes (2015+), parks, near schools. Great
for young families. $300K–$400K.

Avalon Village
Affordable starter homes close to I-10 and
shopping. $250K–$320K. First-time buyer favorite.

Maricopa (15 min)
Master-planned communities with top-rated
schools. Province, Rancho El Dorado. $320K–
$420K.

Heartland Ranch
Newer development with modern floor plans and
community amenities. $290K–$370K.

👴  For Retirees / 55+

Mission Royale
Resort-style 55+ living. Golf course, pools, fitness,
social clubs. $280K–$400K.

Palm Creek Golf & RV
Active adult community with golf, clubhouse, and
snowbird-friendly options.

🌵  For Space & Privacy

Coyote Ranch / Rural CG
1+ acre lots, custom builds, no HOA. Perfect for
horses, RVs, and privacy. $350K–$500K+.

Coolidge / Florence (10-15 min)
Even more affordable. Horse property options, large
lots, small-town feel.

🏠  Pro Tip: Tell me your budget, family size, and what matters most (schools, commute, space) — I'll
send you a personalized neighborhood recommendation with current listings. Free, no obligation.
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4. Schools & Education

Public School Districts

Casa Grande Union High School District — CGUHS and Vista Grande HS. Sports programs,
career/technical education.

Casa Grande Elementary School District — 10+ elementary/middle schools across the city.

Maricopa Unified School District — Consistently ranked among Pinal County's best. 15 min from CG.

Charter & Private Schools

Legacy Traditional — Tuition-free charter, classical education model

Heritage Academy — College-prep charter school

Various private options in the Phoenix metro (45 min drive)

Higher Education

Central Arizona College (CAC) — Right in Casa Grande. Affordable community college with transfer
programs.

Arizona State University — 50 min to Tempe campus. Also offers online programs.

University of Arizona — 1 hour to Tucson campus.

5. Jobs & Economy

Major Employers in Casa Grande

Company Industry Notes

Lucid Motors EV Manufacturing 1,000+ jobs, major growth

Abbott Laboratories Medical Devices Well-paying manufacturing

Banner Health Healthcare CG Medical Center + clinics

Frito-Lay Food/Distribution Large distribution center

City of Casa Grande Government Police, fire, public works
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Walmart/Target/Costco Retail Multiple locations

Commuting to Phoenix Metro

Chandler: 30 min via I-10 (Intel, PayPal, tech jobs)

Tempe: 40 min (ASU, Insight, tech corridor)

Downtown Phoenix: 50 min (finance, government, healthcare)

🏠  Remote Worker? Casa Grande is perfect for remote workers. Great internet (Cox, CenturyLink
fiber in some areas), home offices with space, and you can afford a dedicated workspace room.
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6. Things to Do

🏛️  Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument — ancient Hohokam structures,
museum, ranger programs.

⛳  Francisco Grande Golf
Historic resort golf course open to the public.
Affordable tee times.

🥾  Picacho Peak
Stunning desert hiking 20 min south. Famous for
spring wildflower blooms.

🎪  Pinal County Fair
Annual March tradition — rides, concerts, livestock,
fair food.

🛍️  Promenade Mall
Main shopping center plus local boutiques and
restaurants.

🏊  Community Centers
Pools, gyms, fitness classes, youth programs year-
round.

Day Trips from Casa Grande

Destination Drive Time Why Go

Phoenix 45 min Sports, dining, nightlife, shopping

Tucson 1 hour University, culture, Saguaro Nat'l Park

Sedona 2.5 hours Red rocks, hiking, wine, art galleries

Rocky Point, MX 3 hours Beach! Cheapest beach trip from AZ

Flagstaff 3 hours Snow, skiing, mountain escape

7. Restaurants & Food Scene

Casa Grande's food scene is better than most people expect:

Mexican food — Authentic, affordable, everywhere. El Taco Loco, La Cocina de Eva, Mi Casita.

BBQ — Bobby Q's for smoked brisket and ribs.

Steakhouse — BeDillon's Cactus Garden for date night.
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Brewery — Casa Grande Brewing Company for craft beer and pizza.

Breakfast — Roberta's Café for massive breakfast burritos.

Coffee — Growing specialty coffee scene with local roasters.

Full restaurant guide with happy hour deals: livingincasagrande.com/restaurants/
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8. Buying a Home — Step by Step

1. Get pre-approved — Talk to a lender before you start looking. Know your budget.

2. Connect with a local agent — Someone who knows Casa Grande (that's me! 👋 )

3. Define your must-haves — Bedrooms, garage, yard, pool, school district, commute distance.

4. Tour homes — I'll set up a custom MLS search and schedule showings.

5. Make an offer — I'll write a competitive offer and negotiate for you.

6. Inspections — Home inspection, termite (important in AZ!), roof, pool if applicable.

7. Appraisal — Lender orders an appraisal to confirm value.

8. Close — Sign papers, get keys! Typically 30–45 days from offer.

9. Loan Options

Loan Type Down Payment Best For

FHA 3.5% First-time buyers, credit 580+

USDA $0 Rural areas (many CG areas qualify!)

VA $0 Veterans & active military, no PMI

ITIN 10-15% Buyers without SSN, select lenders

Conventional 5-20% Best rates with 720+ credit

🏠  USDA = Game Changer: Many areas around Casa Grande are USDA-eligible, meaning qualified
buyers can purchase with $0 down. This is a huge advantage that most people don't know about.
Ask me if your target area qualifies.
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10. Moving from California? Read This

I've helped many families make the CA → AZ move. Here's what you need to know:

The Good News

Your CA income buys a LOT more house in AZ

No more 13.3% state income tax — AZ is a flat 2.5%

You can afford a yard, a garage, maybe even a pool

Way less traffic, stress, and cost of living

Same sunshine, more space

The Reality Check

Summer is HOT. 110°F+ in July/August. But it's dry heat, your AC works, and it's still cheaper than CA
rent.

You need a car. No public transit to speak of. But zero traffic.

It's slower-paced. That's either a pro or a con depending on your personality. Most people love it.

Fewer dining/entertainment options than LA. But Phoenix is 45 min away for big-city fixes.

Moving Timeline
1. 3 months out: Get pre-approved, connect with me, start browsing homes online

2. 2 months out: Plan a trip to CG — tour 5-10 homes, drive neighborhoods

3. 1 month out: Make an offer, start packing, give notice

4. Move-in day: Pick up your keys, unpack, breathe

🗣️  Hablo Español: Si prefieres comunicarte en español, estoy aquí para ayudarte. Soy bilingüe y
ayudo a familias hispanas a comprar casa todos los días.

11. Utilities & Services Setup

Service Provider Contact

Electricity Arizona Public Service (APS) aps.com
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Gas Southwest Gas swgas.com

Water City of Casa Grande casagrandeaz.gov

Internet Cox / CenturyLink cox.com

Trash City of Casa Grande Included with water

Driver's License AZ MVD azmvdnow.gov (within 30 days)

Vehicle Registration AZ MVD azmvdnow.gov (within 30 days)

Voter Registration ServiceArizona servicearizona.com
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12. Your Moving Checklist

Print this out and check off each step as you go:

📋  Before You Move

☐ Research neighborhoods that match your needs

☐ Get pre-approved for a mortgage

☐ Connect with a local Casa Grande agent (hi! 👋 )

☐ Visit Casa Grande in person — drive the neighborhoods

☐ Start house hunting with a custom MLS search

☐ Make an offer on your dream home

☐ Complete home inspection + termite inspection

☐ Review HOA rules (if applicable)

☐ Schedule movers / rent a truck

☐ Forward mail with USPS

📋  After You Move

☐ Set up electricity (APS) and gas (Southwest Gas)

☐ Set up water (City of Casa Grande)

☐ Set up internet (Cox or CenturyLink)

☐ Get your AZ driver's license (within 30 days)

☐ Register your vehicle in AZ (within 30 days)

☐ Register to vote in Arizona

☐ Find a local doctor / dentist / vet

☐ Enroll kids in school

☐ Explore! Farmers market, restaurants, hiking trails

☐ Join local Facebook groups for community updates
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Ready to Make Casa Grande Home?

Free consultation. No pressure. Just real help.

Jesus Sanchez — Bilingual Real Estate Agent

The Sanchez Group • REAL Brokerage

📞  (480) 531-5584 • 📧  contact@realsanchez.com

🌐  livingincasagrande.com
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